reactors are to be able to burn MOX.9 Ten German reactors are currently licensed to use MOX, although only seven have done so to date, and another eight are in various stages of the licensing process. Some German plutonium is being fabricated into MOX at the 35-MTHM/yr facility in Belgium run by a French-Belgian joint venture.
Local- and state-level opposition to nuclear power is very strong in some parts of Germany, however. The Green-Social Democratic Party government that came into office in the state of Hesse in 1991 has shut off all of Germany's MOX fuel fabrication capabilities, which were located in Hanau. A 35-MTHM/yr facility was closed in 1991 for safety reasons and has not been permitted to reopen. More importantly, the state government succeeded in halting construction of a 120-MTHM/yr facility that was more than 90 percent completed. The court battles have gone on for more than 18 months, and so far the Hesse government has prevailed.10 Nuclear industry press reports indicate that the German utilities involved in the Hanau facility have told the prime contractor, Siemens, that they would not continue to support the maintenance of the facility much after the end of 1993 without a political agreement to complete the facility and allow it to operate.11 At present, the long-term prospects for MOX fabrication in Germany are very uncertain.
With MOX production stalled, separated plutonium from German spent fuel is accumulating in France after reprocessing. France is continuing to separate plutonium from German fuel under existing contracts, but in line with a general European policy agreement in 1984, France will not return the separated plutonium unless the capability exists to process it immediately into reactor fuel and load it into reactors. At present, about 6 tons of separated German plutonium is in storage at La Hague. Under existing contracts, another 25 tons of plutonium is scheduled to be separated by the end of the decade.12
FRANCE
France has 56 nuclear power reactors that supply almost 75 percent of its electricity. Another 5 reactors are under construction.
9 Germany has a long history of interest in MOX. The first MOX research and development program began in the mid-1960s.
10 A ruling in the summer of 1993, for example, invalidated all the preliminary operating licenses that had been granted at various stages of construction on the grounds that a full safety analysis should have been completed first. If the ruling stands, the manufacturer, Siemens, must begin the entire licensing process over, which could take several years. Mark Hibbs, "German MOX Plant Loses Licenses; Utility Commitment on the Line," NudearFuel, August 2, 1993.
1' Ibid. Other reports indicate that German utilities have begun talking about package deals for reprocessing and MOX fabrication with the French company COGEMA. BNFL is also reported to have made a proposal to supply Germany's MOX needs. Mark Hibbs and Ann MacLachlan, "German
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